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a LETTER to ſome Serus. © 
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'A Sintere Lover of the Chii 
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Chriſhan Reader, | 
'T He Deſign of this Epiſtolary Exercitation, 
| - ahout what Light the Holy Scriptures along 

give concerning the Goſpel Ordinance of Baptiſm, I ( 
5s not to iritate the Spirits of any, but 'to yield] 

help to them who are or will be Converſant with | 
their Bibles about it. It was penned on apri-]: 
vate Occaſion of ſatisfieing ſome perſons, who, I | -: 

' am afraid, were reſolved what they would db, 
| before they read it, It*is now printed becauſe IF | 

of the reftleſs Endeavours of ſuch Buſie-bodeas | Þ ' 
ro puzzle ſuch as are unaer Convitttou, -or may | have 
he New Converts, ( who were never acquuinted | muc 
with the true State of this Ordinance, as I dy | have 
heartily wiſh them{elves were, or any Controvers. der- 
fre about it-) telling them it is not impoſſible for | wh: 
. them to be ſaved if they believe, but they ſhall | and 
moſt certainly be ſo-if they be re-baptiſed, Thiz ] not 
therefore is deſigned to obviate ſuch Inſinuati- | to'Þ 
ons, and to help weak Chriſtians to diſcern the } Inge 
tay of Truth, that they may more comfortably |t0'v 
walk in #t.". It is contrated mto one ſheet, that | MY 
it night be with leſs Charge obtained, and with | Mat 
leſs Pains peruſcd by thoſe tvho need it, than | ate 
larger Tratts-.. That it may therein ſucceed, thy | Tru 
Prayers are earneſtly deſired for the Lords Bleſs {Con 
fing on it, and on him who penned it, as thay ſhaſ] 
haſt beartily his forthy ſelf,, who would unfeign I -x+ 
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edly approve himſelf to be bis 
| Thine and the Churches Servant "Ji a 
F -S — - for Jeſus ſake. * 1 


*. Sp+ 
,- Grace, Chu 
120 


| 

| 
, 
[4 


4/3 
i; 


[1] 


Grace, Mercy td Peace be to you, from 
God our Father, and from our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
SIR S, 


Received yours on Lomds- day Evening, and 
7 now heartily thank you for it : Though 


| have been exerciſed with Infirmities, and have 
| much Work on my Hands this Week, yer 1 


have taken : what time I could ſpare to 'Conſi- 
der of and to Anſwer-your Letter to me; I hope .. 
what.you have written is in the Uprightneſs ' 


| and Integrity of your Hearts, and that you have 
| not firſt reſolved what-to do, and then deſire 
| tobe adviſed : If you have done ſo, it is not 
'} Ingenious, and I can expect no great Fruit as 


to what 1 write to-you'z - however Pll perform 


|my Duty, and clear 'my- Conſcience in this 
{Matter .to' you, and: what L ſhall Communi- | 
Jcate I profeſs in the Preſence of God is the 


Truth as it is in Jeſus. That I may notbe.-- 
Confuſed. in this Reply to what. yoga write, I 
ſhall perform.thefe four things : * , - 


"1: Prove to you by Scripture that the Bap- 


Jtizing of Infants born in the Chriſtian Church 
Ji a New-Teſtament' Ordinance. | 


''2.\ Thar the Baptizing of Infants- 5n- he : 


F. wa or the admitting of the Adufr-into'1t-' 
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by Baptiſm, was not only, if at all, in Scrip. a 


Ture-times by Dipping. 
3. That the Re-baptizing of ſuch Believers 


as were Baptized in their, Infancy, is unwar- ] 


rantable. 


4. That whatever ſweet Refreſhments 


' from the Holy Spirit, and Spiritual Graces 
you can expect to enjoy by being Re-bap. 
tiſed, you have no ground for it, and y 


may obtain them by renewed Atts of Faith: 
 o-your Infant-Bapriſm. * 


In your reading. of all I ſuggeſt to you on 


theſe Heads, I humbly requeſt you to lay a. 


fide all Prejudice, and to do as the Barean; 

did, As 17. 11. take your Bibles and.Search! 
the Scriptures daily, whether theſe things are 
not ſo as they, are here quoted, and repreſent. 
ed to you, and the Father of Lights'give you 
a {ound Underſtanding in this and in all othet 
Traths. | 
_ Firſt, That 9g one is a GoſpeÞOrdi. 
nance,. or that Infants 


i 
L 


Is to be evinced from Scripture-Precept, Scrip| 
ture-Example, and Scripture-Reaſon. 1 


| orn 1n the Chriſti]. 
Churci' ought to- be Baptized, This Truth] 


1. Scripture-Precept for Infant-Baptiſm- i, 


Jaid down in Aatthew 28. 18, 19. Feſus ſpall 
unto them, All Power 15 given to mean Heaven| 


and in Earth, going therefore, Diſciple ye. allf \ h 


Nations, Raptizing them into the Name of thi/ 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit] 


dd]. 


Theſe Nations, the Subje of this Ordinance} - 


the 
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ed 


| did conſiſt of Humane Perſons of both Sexes, 


and of all Ages, that is, of Men, Women and: 
Children, which not only Scripture, as 1ſaiab- 
9. 3» but the Common'Language of all Nati- 
- ons teſtifie. Theſe are' the Subjects of all 
God's Commands, Exod. 20.-v. 1,to 18. Deu- 
tero0nomy 4+ 344 40. and Ch.5.94.2,3. and Ch, 
29.v. 1,10, F,to16. Of all God's Promiles, 
Gen. 2.2.18. Pſal. 67.2. & 82.8. Iſaiah2. 2. 
Of all God's Threatnings, Pſal. 9. 17. our Lord 
uſeth. the ſame word of Nations here, in the 
fame Senſe and Meaning as Hoſes ard all-the- 
Prophets had done before him; Theſe Nations 
muſt be Diſcipled by the Apoſtles, according 
to Chriſt's Precepr, and they muſt makethenr 
Diſciples after that . Pattern that God: had-ſer _ 
them, in his diſcipling 4braham, and his Houſe . 5 
and Nation before, as that of all- Believers *Þ 
from Adart down along before him ; which 


his Covenant, and teaching them his  Will,. 
which they believed and conſented to, as. Abra- 


bam, Gen. 12.v. 1,2. &ch.15cv.1,6. & ch 


17. v. 1. 10, to.15. ' He diſcipled - Abraham's 
Houſe, Male-Children, Infants and Servants, 
by Circumcifion, Yer. 24, 25, 26, 27. by whictk 


\ Sign and Seal of the Covenant heengageth them 


re” 


to himſelf, and their Parents to nurture them 


up in the Knowledge of it, -Chap. 17. 10. and 
{ i Chap. 18. 19., So were the Apoſtles to-Preach - - 


the Goſpel, and to: offer Gods Covenant, the 
good Tidings .of Grace and Salvation, .ro alt 
= As. 3;  Nati«. 


was done by God's revealing to theſe Perſons -:} 


m—_ 


043 


| Nations, to every rational Creature of them) 


_ Mark 16.15: Man, Woman and Child, the 


Underſtanding part of them received ic not on- 
ly for their Perfons, but being Parents for the 


Uſe and Benefit of © their Seed, Infants ang: 
Evange- ! 
lized the City of Derbo, and. Diſcipled ma- 


Children, So Paul and Barnabas 
ny, As 14. v.21. The FathefS and Adult by 
Inſtruction, and their Infants by implicit En. 
gagement, 


conſented and received him to be the God of 
- their Children, A. 2. 39. Infants therefore 
being thus diſcipled muſt be baptized. 


lone, but wich their infant Seed, whom they 
did virtually in themſelves, actually and 1a- 


cramentally in their Perſons with themſelves, 
dedicate and devote them unto God by Bap-. 
tiim ; and without them NVarions are not dil- 


cipled.” The Apoſtles: were to go 1aſtantly 
about this Work, according to their Commit: 
ſion, and not to tarry. till the Infants  1n-all 
Nations were grown up. They are likewiſe 


as capahle of being initiated atid' entred into | 


all the Good of the Name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, as any 
of the *Adult were, and-by this Comand of 


Chriſt: ought ro: be o initiated into it by Bap- ; 


tiſm. That they are {o capable, is evident by 
the Fathers. putting his own Name on them, 


Pa-. 


rents were not diſcipied in thole Nafions a- 


"as. 


a 


For- as God offered him{elf to 1 
be a' God to'them. and their Secd, not any | 
that received him-to be their own God; but - 


OY 
'as Facob did onth= Sons of Foſeph, Geneſis Ch... 


4 48. v. 16. compared with Numb. Ch. 6. V. 27- 


by the Sons owning of them as.SubjeCts to be 
bleſſed by him and his own Brettiren; Pjalm 


122.0. 22. Iſaiab Ch. 8. v. 18. Mark Ch. 10. v. 
116. Hcbrews Ch. 2. v. 12. by the Holy 
| Ghoſt owning of chem, and ſanctifiying iome 


of them in the Womb, Feremiab Ch, 1. v. 5. 
and Luke Ch. 1. v. 15,41. Galatians Ch. 1, 


'V. L F« 


2. Scripture-Example evinceth, that Infants 


{ in the Chriſtian Church have been Baptized. 


Tho' I premiſe, that if there were no Infants 
Baptized inthe Scripture Times, yer it follow- 
eth nor thence that Infants ought not to be Bap- 
tized 3 the Omiſſion of the PraCtice of it can« 
nat null-the Law for it, no more than the Qmi- 
Mlion of Circumciſion by 1/rael for forty Years 
in the Wilderneſs eiſanulled that Law; or be- 
cauſe that the Name of Infants Baptized is nor 
written in {o many Letters, that therefore they 


- were. not Baptized, for by the ſame Reaſon 


no Woman maſt receive the Lords Supper,be- 
cauſe we read not in ſo many Sylables that a- 
ny did. It is evident then from Scripture that 


1 as our Lord commanded, the Apoſtles d:/cipled 


and baptized Nations, and in them Children, 
who were as capable of Dzſcipling as the Elder - 


Perſons. This is Poſitively confirmed-in their 


baptizivg Houfholds or Families, for where they 4 


- baptized Parents, there they baptized their ' -? 
' Houſes or Houſholds, and not one of theſe were 
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baptized withont a Parent, As 16. 14,15. $0 anc 
was baptized Lydia and her Houſbold ;, the Jai $for 
tor and his Zoaſe ; He and all his, Yer. 31, 32, no! 


33. Criſpas with all bis Houſe, Ats 18. 8. the” 
 fTouſhold of Stephanus, as 1 Cor.1.16. MHonſhold: 
. or Family, His and Houſe when ſpoken of Per-: 


tons is an Hebrew Term,to ſet out the Children] 


or Seed of the Houſe, whether Infants or Aduk: 
Children. Sois it ſaid to Noah, Come thou and 
all. thy Houſe, Himſelf, Wife and Children, 
Gen. 7.14,7. T ſhall be deſtroyed, faith Facob, ang: 
my Houſe, Gen. 34.30. Joſeph (aid to his Bre:; 
enren, and to his Fathers Houle, Gen. 46. 31, 


Them and their Houſes were ſwallowed tp, | 


 Numn. 16. 27, 32. Ferubbaal and his' Hoſe, ; 
Judg. 9.16. and fo concerning El;*s Houle, , 
r Sam. 3.12,13,14. Scriptures multiply, where- 


tn Houſe, Houſhold or Family, did ſignifie Chil | 


drin, If now Infants were not baptized intheſe 
Hiuſes or Heuſholds inftanced in to be baptized, 
it mult be, either becauſe they had no ſuch Th- 
fants in them, which car never be proved by 
Scripturg, or that they were not SubjeCts capa 
ble to be baptized,” which hath been already 
proved by Scripture that they were. Parents 
and their Houſes or Houſholds do include In- 
Fants, the Adalt being for the moſt part at thelr 
own diſpoſe, whilſt Infants are at their Parents ' 
diſpoſe, Amongſt both Fews and Genrzles, where 
Parents were Converted and Baptized, they - 
brought over their Children with them, as be- 
ing one Perſon in Law-ſfenſe with — 
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G4 and fo covenanting in and! with them, There- 
i 4 fore mark it, an Husband might believe and 
2, 4 not the Wife, the Wife might believe and-not 
he | the Husband, yet is it not ſaid to either of theſe 


i 
Tf. | 
ot 


| Relations, believe thou Husband and thou ſhalt 


lave thy Wiſe, believe thou Wife -and thou 


ſhalt fave thy Husband ; but to Parents it is 


1 faid, believe thou, and thouſhalt be ſaved and 


1d 


«4 


; 


| not ſo great Salvation. 
mg Parents are chiefly concerned in this, tsevt- 


thy Houle, As 16. 31. which imports init, 


the enjoy ment of the outward means of Salva- 
tion, which to thoſe who'die in their Infanc 

may Seal to them their Eternal Salvation; and 
will fo to thoſe who ſurvive it, if they neglet 
That Infants of believ- 


dent, becauſe the Adult in every Family be- 
lieving ſhould be ſaved, tho' their Parents did 


| not believe, compare AFs 11. 14. with Like 


19.9. And inthe very Commiſſion it felf for 
baptizing, the Lord mentioneth as much In- 


fants, as he doth either Man, Woman, or 


Adulr. | WE 

3. From Scriptore-Reafon it is evident, that 
Infants inthe Church have right to be, and were 
baptized. For, all ſuch who bave due qualift- 
cations'for Baptiſm ought to be baptized, 'bur 
all the Infants of believing Parents have ſuch 


- qualifications, and therefore they ought to be 


baprized. All that qualifieth for this Orginavice 
muſt refer either to Gods alforance of it, orthe 
Perſons capacity for it. 1. As to Gods allow- 


ance of it, I argue thus, allfuch with whom God - 


hath 
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hath-made his Covenant, and never reverſed it, 
are qualified for Baptiſm, and muſt be admit. } 
ted thereunto, but God hath made his Cove. | 


nant with.the Infants of Believers, and neyer Þ#e 


reverſed it, therefore they are qualified: for 
Baptiſm, and muſt be admitted to it. _The'J" 
Truth of this appears from the Connection 
there is between Gods Covenant and the initial 
Seal of it. Whoever by Covenant are taken 
into Gods Church muſt be initiated thereinto |, 
by the Seal of it, now there is no other initia- 

ting Seal but Baptiſm, Circumcilion that was 

ſetled for a time a Seal of the Covenant is abro- 

gated long ſince. Gods Covenant was ſetled | 
_ With Parents and Children in the Church .from 
the fall of Adam,” as appears by Sacrifice; Gen, | 
4+ 1,2, 3, 4+ compared. with Yer. 2.5. 26. and ÞBy 
chap. 6. 2. This was made more plainly known Þ 
to Abraham, with an additional Seal to it, Ger. | 
17.10. This Covenant is ſtill in force-with Be- ! 
lievers and withtheir ſeed. The Redeemer hath 
under the Goſpel altered rhe Seal, but not the 
Subjects of it, who are now to be baptized, as | 
they were under the Old Teſtament Admin |, 
ftration to be circumciſed. This Covenant 
can never be diſannulled, Gal. 3. 15; 16, 17. |' 
Thoſe that are SubjeQs of it, both Parents and | Go 
Children, are to be baptized,. Ats 2. 38, 39. | 
As God hath made this Covenant with Rs 1A 
Chriſt hath. executed it to the Infants of beliey-' | 
ing Jews and Gentiles, Fobn 17.2. He hathft- |ca 
niſhed the Work God hath given him to do, {tur 


which |. - 


Cog] 


:» I which was to fulfil the Promiſe confirmed to 


Abraham, and to the Churches Infants, the Seed 


{of Believers. The Apofile affertsitto the Ger 
* Ixiles,.: Rom:'15.8, 9.: In the Tranſlation-of:the 


Church. of God from the Fews-umto. the Gert- 
mes, tnto*which Church he hath received Be- 


Llievers and their Seed, as he hath rejeted 


thole Unbelievers and - their Seed, ar. 21. 
13. compare Rom. 1t. 11, 12, 13. And as 


1. God allowed this-admittavce of Church Infants 
[to Baptilm, by tranſlating his Kingdom ro the 


believing Gerriles, fo. Chriſt proſelited or ga- 
\thered theſe little ones into his Church or King- 
dom, 2ar. 19.13, I4, ls. ark 10.13, 14, 


Ji5. Znuxers. 15, 16, 17. as they were Mem- 
{ bers of ir, and therefore ought to be baptized. 
I'By ihe; Redeemers appointment Infants were 
(initiated into his Church under the Old-Teſta- 
1 ment by the Sign and Seal of his Covenant, Cer- 
| cxrmerſton, Gen. 17,10. but now under the Go- 


ipel are they to be entred into. it by Bapti{m, 
which. ceedeth by his appointment-in the 
room - of the: other, Col. 2. 11, 12. Now if 
God hath ordered 4t to be done, and 'it was 
done, as is teſtified by the Spirit in 1 Cor. 10. 
1, 2, and this was never reverſed by him, then 
God alloweth it to his Churci at this day. 2.As 


\to-[nfants cepacity for Baptiſm; I -argue -thus, 


[All who are;Subjetts capable of Baprilm are'ts 


' [be baptized, but-Infants born in the.Churchare 
-- [capable of Baptiſm. This is evident by Scrip- - 
| ture inſtance, for they have a Covenant- capaci- 


oy 
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| rents and Children, and ſo he is to believing 


As Infants are Chnrch-members, and fo -invi-, 
ted to Baptiſm, they have alſo endowments kt 


{1o] | 
ty for it which was never reverſed, Ger. 17. 
IO, 11, 12. Compare Aﬀs.2. 39. Chriſt was 
the Mediator of the Covenant to 1ſraeliriſh Pa: 


Gentiles and their Infant-Seed, 1/a; 49- 6,8. 
-compare Rom, 15.8, 9. They have-a capacity: 
to' be Gods Children,and are ſo owned by him, ! 
Iſa. 8.18. Ezek. 16.20, 21. Rom. 9. 4+. Heb, 
2. 13. They are Chriſts Diſciples, A#+5.1, 
10, andto bereceived in Chriſts Name as ſuch, 


Mat. 18.5. Markg.41. Lukt 9. 47,48. They 
_ -are Chriſts Servants, -Lev. 25. 54, 55: Subjeds] 


of his Kingdom, Mar. 19. 14. Mark 10. 14. 


Luke 18. 16. The Infant Children of Believen]|. 


being all theſe,are capable,or qualified ay 


for Baptiſm.. They are alſo Church-Membens,f 
ſo ferled in the Covenant of Grace from the} 


firſt grant/ of it, and ſo continued throughont 
the times of Abraham, Moſes, and all the Pro- 
phets, and were never fince excluded frombe. 
ing fo. 
| ide, the 
material part, of. which were 'their Members, 


for it. Theyare Believers in Chriſts own ac- 
count, Mat. 18. 5,6. Mark g. 36,37. and] 
made Patterns by him to Elder Perſons, Ada. 
18. 2, 3,4- Are to be received in'his Name, 
and therefore have relation to; and ar Intereſt 
in him. They are included in BelievingePs | 
rents, and are faid to do what they mary 
? FS elit + 


In all the changes in the Yn : 
' Church, the Effentials did always 
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IDeut. 29. 10, 11, 12. They are Relative Be- 


ljzvers, 'boru in, and belong unto the Hauſhold 
of - Faith, P/al. 22. 30.' and are called ſuch as 


Jthe 1ſraelices were. How many of them are 
Jof Gods Elect, and ſo have the Spirit of Grace 
and Faith in them; and whether not ſo ma- 


ny as of the Adult, is a ſecret to us, which 
Heaven only cari reveal, Luke 1. 15. Laſtly, 


{ Infants in the Church are in the accountof God 


the Spirit, Holy, as well as Believers, Exod. 


19.6. Dent. 7.6: and Chap. 14. 2, 21. Rom, 
+] 21.16. and 2 Cor. 7. 14. Some of them poſi- 
tively by the Infuſion of Holineſs into their Spi- 


rits, Fer. 1.5, External pofitive SanCtification 


- or Conſecration.is by Covenant-conſticution on 
' all Church-Infants, Exod. x3. 2. Whence God 


calls them His, Rom. 11.16. And ſo all the 
branches are Relatively Holy. Infants in the. 


Church being thus Believers, and Holy, they 
havea right to, and qught ro be baptized. In 


the cloſe, I adde this, that there..is not one 
Word it Scripture, forbidding the baptizing 
of the Infants of Believers ; and if the Name of 
Infants is not expreſt in the Commiſſion: for 
baptizing, no more are the. Names: of er or 
Women, which ſhews, that it was ſo. known and 


{ unqueſtianable. Truth among the Fews,. and 


in Scripture-times, .4S$ well as with-all Conver- 
ant -with-their Cuſtoms, that there- was no 


| need toread it more expreſly. . No Perion can 


be any more ſecure, that the Adult ſhall not 
ApoRatize afier Baptiim, than Belieyers an 
' that 
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that their Infant Sed ſhall not...  * 
2. Thatthe Baptizinpof Infants in the Chriv 
tian Church, or the admitting of the Adalt in-- 
to ic by Baptilm in Scriptore times, was neiv 
ther only, nor moſily, if at all, by Plunging the | 
Perſon into the Water. As to what is pleaded 
for this from that Word the Commiſſion Bas 
rizing, Mat. 28. 19. It 'can no where' in the | 
New Teſtament be clearly proved to ſignifies. 
Dipping or Plunging the whole Perſon under the. 
Water. The Word properly lignifying Dip. . 
ing in the New Teſtament is another Word, 


and fo truly tranſlated in Mar. 26. 23. Mark | 
T4. 20. 'Fohn 13. 26. And the known uſe of ot 


this Word Baptize among Greek Authors ther $ 
ſelves, who beſt underſtood their own Lans } 


ouage, doth confirm irto ſignifie waſhing. Baps 
7i2ng 1s a general Word for Waſhing, by ap. 
plying Water ſeveral ways, either to Perſong 
or things, as by Effuſion of it on them, Exod, 


30: 18, T9. 2 King. 3.1T. Luke 11.38. of 1 


ſprinkling of them with them, Mark 7. 4.' The 
Application of the Element of Water to the Fleſh 
of the Perſon +5 the thing that the Injunction of 
Chriſt doth inforce in Baprizing, 1. Per.-3.20; 


Not only the Propriety of the Word Baptizing | $5.) 


doth evacuate this'work of Prppirg,' bur from - 
the preſumed inſtances piven-of it, it'can never 
be proved'that thoſe” who were baptized by _ 
Fob the Baptiſt, or by Chriſts Diſciples were _ 
ſo dipped. "Tho it is faid, that Jeſus when 
baptizeI, went up ſtraight-way out of the Wa- 
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: Ter, it doth not appear that he was: dipped or 


unged into it, dar. 3. 13. It was not unlike- 
he had' water poxryed or ſprinkled on him 


{init, for as ſoon as he came out of the Water 
The betook himſelf to Prayer, Luke 3. 21. 
| 


Which Work, if his Garments that. covered 


Jhim had been all wet, as they muſt have been 


Iby his plunging in the Water, would have been 
incenvenient, till they were ſhifred or- dried; 
for Chriſt did not carry a Ward:robe with 
[him. That he was baptized Naked can-never 


{be proved. -He who dried his Diſciples Feet,” 


after hehad waſhed them, Fobn 13. 44 5-be- 
| fore he- inſtructed them 4n their Duty,; would 
have taken fome care. of his own Perſon after 
ſuch a dipping beforehe went to. Prayer: Nei- 
ther the places. where 7ohz .or they did Bap- 
tize, did neceſſitate their dipping-1in them, as 


Jis ſurmiſed. As thoſe who were baptized: by 


fohn in Fordan, their going down -:ifto, and 
| coming out of the Water, importing no: mote 
then their ſtanding at the brink of the: Water 


{on dry ground, asthe Prieſts that bare the Ark 


| of the Lord before 1/-ael in their.paſſage over 
Fordan,when they came to the brink of the wa- 
ter of Fer4an, did ſtand fill in:Fordan, Foſhna 


tetired, This is much more , probable, then 
bis ſtanding in the River and [plunging ſo. con- 


|: 13, 15;17.' from whence-the. Waters bad 


-]tiivally Mulcitades in it as the Hiſtory declares, 
 [Har. 3.5, 6. Neither doth Fobrs Baprtizing in 


| v£707 countenance his Dipping, becauſe there, 
; : Was 


[14] 1 
was much Water there. The Words are; me. 
432 ny Waters, and ſuch as were uncapable of im 0 
> merſion or-plunging into them. Whether «4: Þ# 


F* mon werethe Nameofa Town or Village, or 
"7 plain Land, [ ſhall not determine. Ir ſeems ty J-: 
be ſcituated in the South of Fudah, which for $M: 


FIT 


the moſt part wasa ery and barren Land, whers: I 
were few or no Springs,- as appears by the' [4 
Daughters of Calebs requeſt, Fadg. 1.15. In Þ 
this plain of «Aion there were many Springs'$1s 
' of Water, from which Fountains might run {- 
many Streams or Rivulets of Water, for the.j0t 
accommodation of the Inhabitants about it, but: $91. 
not of ſuch depth as to ſerve for this pretended J-0 
uſe, as hath been teſtified by Perſons that Þ* 
have ſeen them. ' Alike Fountain or Spring to 
which was that where Philip baptized the Za 
thiopian Ennuch, in As 8. 36, 38. Yet were ®, 
they never ſo capable, can it be demonſtrated F 
that the baptized Perſons were dipped in them, ] 
Neither do the Alloſions which the Holy Spiric $/"g 
uſeth in afferting the eftes of Baptiſm, any - 
way Countenance this Dipping, as in Rem. | 
6. 4. Being buried with him by Bapti/zr, and V2 
Col. 2, 12. which fignifierh vo more than our Þ'< 
having Communion: with him in his Burial, as |* 
well as in his Death, as to the Dearth of Sin in. this 
vs, by Baptiſm, Ir is evident in the General $0! 
Cuſtom of moſt/Nations, that burying of Per- J 
ſons is not by dipping them into the Earth, Þ'!- 
- but by pouring on, or caſting Earth upon them, } 
and until that be caſt on them, they — Wen 
aried. 
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me pms haye, of gving down into, of coming up 
#. of the' Water, or birying by Baptiſm, it 
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Imany places, for neither were the three thou- 
and Converts by dipping in one day, © Afts 2. 
141. nor the Samaritan Believers, Ails 8. 12, 
| ny tor Paul in the Houſe of 7udas, Ats 9. 
$38. northe Jailor and his Houſe in the Priton, 
JA 16. 33. nor thoſe baptized on the Graves 
Joſ the Martyrs, 1 Cor. 15. 29. nor the fick or 
diſeafed that were baptized in their beds. The 
FLordsown Act inthe baptizing of //-acl, might 
Fatisfie any as to the manner or mode of this 
EWork, and which by the Spirit is charged on 
Fall Chriſtians, that they remain not ignoranr 
of, but know and remember it for their own 
Fimitation, in 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2. That the Lord. 
I4id baptize 1/rael by pouring down, or ſhowr- 
Jitp Waterout of the Clouds'upon them, when, 
{they were paſſing on dry ground thorough the 
Þ Red Sea, tee P/al. 17. 11. and 68.7, 9. This. 
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The baptized, is beſt reſembling and fignally 
{exhibiting what was intended by our Lord'in 
Jthis Ordinarce, both as to what was foretold 
fof it by the Prophets in'Prov. 1. 23. and I/a. 
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Fit. 4&2. 1, 2, 3, Concerning the Effufion 


"Þ 

hw of his- Spirit on them, and the ſprinkling of 
je Fitem with his Blood, J/a. 52. i5. and 'Ezek, 
; "TM 24 36. 
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A but 1ed-. So that whatever force theſe, exprel- 


was impoſſible for Perſons to be baptized. by ? 
JDipping or Plunging them under the Waterin . © ? 


4vay of Effufion and Sprinkling with Water. 


444. 1, 3. and Zach. 12. 10.' compare Mat. 3. 
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36. 241 23» 26, 27. Fulfilted under the Goſpet, 
m Heb. 9.14, 19,23. and Chap. 12. 24. colt. 
Þare Eph. F+e-26z 27» Rev. 1. Jo Fhe pouring. 


of this Water in'Baptiſm on the Face of the | | 
Perſon baptized,'is moſt proper, as a part ſym- ] ® 


bolically ſufficient to repreſent the whole Per. | 


fon, as well as the Feer, in Fobn: 13. 10. 3 | 
Chriſt taught there his Dilciples.' And by TE; 


Face in Scripture is uſually ſer out and expre 
the whole Perſon, and one Perſon is diſtin- 


guviſhed from another, read Ger. 48. t 1. Eoleſ, | 
8. 1. Gal. 1.22. A Seal Confirming the laſt | 
Will and Teſtament of any Perſon, is not | 


done by applying the Teſtament to the Seal, 


"00 
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but the Seal to. the Teſtament, and:to one part | Þ 
of it. And Baptiſm on the Face is the proper || 


badge of thoſe who are ſealed his, and have 


' his Fathers Name written in their Foreheads; | 


by which the open Profeſſion. of being his 
Members and Servants is held out unto the fin- 
ful World, Rev. 7. 3. Chap. 14+ 1. 
3.. That the Rebaptizing of ſuch who ar 
born in the Chriſtian-Chvrch, and have been 


baptized in their Infancy, is unwarrantable. ' |. 


"This appeareth to be an unwarrantable Pra- 
Qile in tome Chriſtians, becauſe there is ng 
Precept for. it, no Promiſe made'to it, nor 
Example of it in all the Scripture. The initi» ! 
ating Sign and Seal: of the Covenant, is. but 
ence to be applied. to its. proper Subject, and 
no,more by Chriſts Inftitution, and there is a | 


total Silence about any reverſing it. Thoſe A- - 


dult 
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{1} alt Perſons Recorded in 'Scriptare were Con-' 3 
m- | verts; either from Fudaiſm or Gentiliſm to. © 
; | Chriſtianity, and were no Members of the. 
| Chriſtian Church before they were baptized, - 


and by Baptiſm they were initiated into ir, as 
appears As 2.41, and Chap.$. 12,13. and 
_ Chap. 10. 48. and Chap. 16. 31, 33." To. ſuch 
- Adult ftrangersthe rule was,to' teach them firſt, 
and on their Profeſſion of Repentance towards 
God, and Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ro bap- 


' the Cherch of Chrift, they were difcipled by 


-'baptizing in their Infancy, and where they were: ©. 7 


really and certainly ſo, Baptiſm. was not te- 


| Theſe were SIVEN ſometimes before Bap- 


be repeated to them ;-if there were any De- 
fect in_the Efentials of Baptiſm ( which is: 
not to be judged by Mens Fancies, bur by- 
the Word ) then that might be fupplied by: - 


1 the juſt and regular Adminiſtration of it. 


That whatſoever ſweet Refreſhments- 
by the Holy Spirit and iſpiritual Graces you» 
can expect to enjoy by being re-baptized,,. 
you have no Gronud for it, and you may: 


_ obtain them by renewed- Acts of Faith on 


your Infant. Baptiſm. 
\ - I ſuppoſe you do not intend by thoſe En- 
joyments and Refreſhments, the Effuſion- of the 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, eſpecially that of 
Fongues, which were to fit for Preathing-- 
work the Perſons who enjoyed them,” as- 
they were difpenſed m the Primitive Times. 
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tize them. But no'ſuch Rule was for them born in-« 
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F tiſm, As Ch. 10. 'v. 45, 47, .48. and after Þ 
z Baptiſm by impoſition of Hands, 47s Ch. 8, Joy 
v.15, 16, 17. Ch. 19.y.'6, [Bur never in.or\ yo 
> by Baptiſm, . as. the Scripture teſtifieth : . You *Þ 
' muſt: mean therefore by, fweer, Enjoyments_ Þ . 
\ of rhe Holy Ghoſt, and ſpiritual Refreſhments 
which rebaptized Perſons, have felt, ſuch ſpi. -:Þi 
ritual Bleſſings. as Peace,. Joy, Righteouſneſs, :þ 
and the Love of God. ſhed. abroad: in your |. 
Hearts by the Holy Spirit, as Remans Ch. 15, 
V.13, 14. and 4s V. 1,5. .and Ch. 14. {Cc 
v.17. and 1 Peter Ch. 1. v. 8, 9g, Now you |: 
expect thoſe to be wrought in you, or. the | 
ſenſe of them, either by the work of Rebap- . |. 
zing, for which you have no promitle in- Jt 
Gods Word ; or you expect them as rhey« JB; 
are Covenant Bleſſings, which the Ordinance 
- of Baptiſm being a Sign or Seal of it may Seal to Jdu 
you. This is already done for you in your Ins Jy 
fant Baptiſm, you have had therein the Sign and - |, 
Seal 'of the Covenant as fully 2s you can have 6 
by repeating it: Your Duty and \Vork therefore ICo 
is nor to repeat it, but to draw forth the Virtue | 
of it by Faith ſor your own Cornfort as all the © ID! 
Power in Heaven and Earth. by the Inſtitutor., Jof 
hath made it efleCtual thereunto. For mſtance, if yo 
| 1. You are in Doubt of your Refation. to tio 
God, or his to you, look to your Baptiſm as, . }.. 
-, God ſealing that, Relation in his to you, Ga * IBa 
UE: latians Ch. 3. v.27. Ihe 
4 2. In Caſe of want of greater Meaſure of - Jand 
$anctification, look to this Seal of it to you, Ithi 
Coloſſians 2. 12» 3. Io 
* BE 
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3. Sarka ſenſe of your wary of ſpiritual Bleſ: "Rp 
3 oyer .to.you in. the Covenant, e iq - 
our Baptiſm ſecuring your. being bleſſed” with 7 
F ; ay Gen. 22.18. and Eph. 1. 3, = Þ 
. In Caſe of flagging and falling ſhort 7 in. 3} 
$ -Þary, look to your Baptiſm as a quickning - 
i- . Pign to ſtir you up to. all Diligence, as KRo-' 
5 1s Ch.6 v. 4,5, 11. 
rt |. 5-. In Caſe :, Doubts, and. Want of 
jo Froce, view your Baptiſins confirming | I 2 
{.. (Covenant and your Heart, Romans Ch. y4.v. rr, 
u {Hebrews Ch. 6. v. 17. is. and Ch;10, V.22+ 
e * IColoſſians. Ch. 2. v. 2, 7. 
)- |. 6. In: Caſe of prevailing Corruptions, Mor- © 
n- [tification to them is ſealed to you in your - 
e 


y=08 WPins Romans Ch. 6. v. 3,6. 

. The Great. Promile of the Holy Spirits | 
0 [aucting i in you, and your Participiation of its 
- -JOperations is ſealed ro-you in this Ordinance, 

d - [Luke Ch. 11.v.13-, John Ch, 14. v.16, 17, 
e 1:6. and Ch. 16..v.7, 13, 14. Compare I 

= Merinrbians Ch..1,,V.12, 13... 

e {| $8. lo midſt of Temptation of all Kinds/and 

e * Degrees, Fear of Apoſtacy, of Death, or 
r.. Jof coming ſhort of Glory, look by faith on 

F Jyour Baptiſm as a Seal of Gods eternal Salva- 

jon to you, Hark Ch. 16.v.16. 1 Peter Ch. 
3-V. 22. and Ch.5.v.7. to 11. Renewed 

[Baptiſm can convey no more to you as ta _ © 
be Covenant, then your Infant Baprtilm doth, > 
f_— Jand hath already doue, and by Chrifts Law | 
 Jihis- Seal of it is once to be enjoyed and no 

þ- > More." - 
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more. If you have not thoſe ſpiritual Refreſh, 
ments from t, you have on wanitir g | 
Faith, Prayer, and Walking as to the Improve 
ment of all theſe Bleffings which God hath atreali 
- | dy ſealed re you, and which he is ready modi 
fally to make you ſenſible of in the Enjoymanfi 
of, the other Seal of his Everlaſting Teſtament 
conveying it, which muſt be often repeated; 
and enjoyed by you, 1 Corinthians, ch. 17, vile 
26. But Baptiſm muſt not. We | 
I have wholly waved what is not ſcripturdthy 
in this Eſſay, as the conftant Practice of "theft 
Churches of Chriſt throughout the ſucceſſizelh 
Ages unto this day,in baptizing ofthe Churchesſ« 
Infants. There 1s no Perfon recorded in BkMhi 
ſtory oppoling it for above 300 years altetF| 
Chriſt, That the Catechumens preparing by Te 
Inſtruions for Baptiſm in the ſecond Cenmmylur 
' were not perſons born of Believers in the hi 
Church, but Converts from Heatheni/mto Chri | 
Kianity. That as to Infants baptized whey}. 
they were. grewn up, they were made Adult} 
Members of the Church by folemn perſona Jan 
Covenant-renewing, and Confirmation by Pray- 8 
er and laying on of Hangs. The ufe of Bap-' 
tiſteria firlt erected: of Stone, and placed in ther Þ 
Temptcs inthe 4th. Century, makes againſt dip-F - 
ing of the Perſons of Adultin them,and however. 
it might be of Infants in that degenerare AgeÞ / 
from the Primitive Inſtitutions; but I know'} 
one Word of Scripture is of more \Weight" 
with you than all Arguments drawn from An-} 


tiquity- |, 


«litiquicy, Having therefore given you Light from 
v aſthence asto this Ordinance of Boptifin,nd your YA 
weDuty abour it, 1 humbly phony ths Father of * 
rea}: _—_— give you Eyes of Underſtanding en- 
notglightned to ſee with, and further, Degrees of 
engDivine Light to fee x! 5 ro unvail this Myſte- 
ntfiry to you, and by his Holy Spirit I you 
wredffinto all Truth. riſtians have di erent De 
F, Yigrees of Light, yet} ought to, -and\ muſt live 
"Jin Love one with another, wherein we have 
Hattained to walk by the ſame Rule, and mind 
theFthe- ſame thing, and where we have not at- 
iveItained, to wait on God to reveal itto us. I 
heefSalote . you in the Lord, and hvmbly' Pray to- 
Shim that he would: make you Partakers of all 
tetFipiritual Bleffings in Heavenly Things in Chriſt 
byFſeſus, and  thar your Families may proſper 
jjaod be built up-by. him to- the PerfeCting of 
bis own. In him lam, | 
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—j Jane 1 1th, A moſt ſmeert Lover of you and 
6 Fl 1691. | the whole C briſtian Commus» 
r ' nity, and yeurs and theirs 


Servant for Jeſus ſake. 
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_Þ ©: Univerſal Prattice, not: a 1 

Chiiftendom, but all the World, Te | 
Gentiles, Mahometans, Chriſtin; of 
Sec?s, Prot fants, Papiſts, Greeks, 
menlahs.” faſtovites, Mengrcliaber 
dians. of. Sr, Thomas, A 
aſmg, time out of mM 

| -of yeays, 78 places at ut pri 


miles, -fome ſolemn initiating Ce Ceremony 

the firſt admiſſion of Children (not adult 
into the Society and Communion of tha 
Religion, which . intimateth this {1 be ; 
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